
 

 

  

Purpose of this document 

This document provides a preliminary draft of Clark County Public Health’s proposed changes to the Solid Waste 

Enforcement Code, CCC 24.12. This document includes a brief background and summary of proposed changes by section.  

Background 

Clark County Code for Solid Waste Enforcement received its last full review roughly 30 years ago. In 2019, Clark County 
Public Health began an internal process to review and update CCC 24.12 to update language, titles and responsibilities, 
references, define and clarify standards, and propose policy changes that are in the interest of the environment and public 
health. 
  
CCPH is requesting the public's input to ensure this code accurately represents the solid waste enforcement capabilities in 
a way that does not place excess burden on the residents of this county while still protecting the environment. The intent of 
this code is to allow Clark County Public Health to pursue education, guidance, and enforcement of necessary actions in a 
way that residents feel is fare, equal, and without undue burden. 
  
Proposed Changes 
 
The sections below outline titles that contain proposed changes. Sections that were not included in this document were 
omitted for either not receiving changes or having received minor changes that simply clarify titles and responsible parties. 
 
Following the three-month public comment period, Public Health staff will review all comments and provide a description of 
any changes made and additional rationale on its website and through a press release.  
  
Once the public comment period is complete and changes have been incorporated, the proposed changes will be presented 
to Clark County Council for approval.  
  
As part of this process, CCPH is not proposing changes to its overall strategy for its response and/or enforcement. 
However, CCPH is proposing several changes that are aimed at improving the County's ability to protect the environment 
and public's health. These changes are intended to: 

• Streamline existing rules 

• Update outdated parts of the code 

• Clarify parts of the code to improve communication, guidance and compliance 

• Improve integration of the code with commercial and residential solid waste handling 

• Update language to align with current regulations within WAC 173-350 and 173-304  

Overview of changes 

The following is a summary of the proposed changes to CCC 24.12. Only chapters and subsections that have proposed 

changes are included in this survey. Language that is proposed to be deleted or modified are struck through. Language 

proposed to be added is single underlined.   

Clark County Solid Waste Enforcement 
Proposed Code Revision 
 

https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/ClarkCounty/
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/ClarkCounty/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-304
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24.12.010 Short Title 

The short title of this chapter and the regulations described herein shall be “Clark County Solid 
Waste Management Ordinance.” This chapter may be cited by its short title. (Sec. 1, Ord. No. 
1978-02-01) 

24.12.020 Purpose  

Recognizing that solid Solid wastes are generation is an inevitable result of human life and 
endeavor., and that Some disposal methods used in the past are today neither desirable or nor 
acceptable., and that it It is necessary to manage solid wastes and their handling within Clark 
County to protect public health and prevent pollution of so that they may serve as a resource 
rather than constitute a threat to the health of the citizens or pollute the ground, water or air in 
Clark County., or offend the senses of those who encounter them; it is declared to be the The 
purpose of this title is to: 

(1)    Implement a single coordinated solid waste enforcement management program within Clark 
County which will be based upon modern needs and current resources and technology and 
which will be responsible to changes in the philosophy and/or technology of solid waste 
management and which will ensure the protection, health, safety and general welfare of the 
citizens of Clark County; and 
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(2)    Describe and prescribe those practices and methods which will be employed in solid waste 
management, and describe and prescribe the laws, rules and regulations which must be 
obeyed to properly manage and control solid waste in Clark County; and 

(3)    Provide procedures designed to protect the environmental and public health and safety from 
improper solid waste handling and management practices. (Sec. 2, Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.030 Policy  

In order to carry out the purposes of this ordinance, it is declared to be the public policy of Clark 
County, Washington, to regulate and control solid waste management within the County by: 

(1) Designating the solid waste advisory commission Solid Waste Advisory Commission as the 
body to make recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners Councilors and, the 
jurisdictional board of health Board of Health, and Clark County Public Health with respect to 
all solid waste management matters, and to carry out such specific duties as may be prescribed 
within this chapter; 

(2)    Implementing the Clark County Solid Waste Management Plan. 

(3)    Requiring owners and/or operators of all solid waste handling facilities within Clark County to 
obtain permits for the maintenance or operation of such facilities, and requiring that such 
permits be issued only after the health officer has determined that a solid waste handling 
facility or solid waste handling site is in conformity with the solid waste management plan. 

(4) Requiring owners and/or operators of all conditionally exempt solid waste handling facilities 
within Clark County to obtain approval for the maintenance or operation of such facilities, 
and requiring that such approvals be issued only after Washington State Department of 
Ecology (ECY) has determined that a solid waste handling facility or solid waste handling 
site is in conformity with WAC 173-350. 

(4)(5)    Dividing solid waste handling facilities into major categories and describing the conditions 
which must be met by each category of solid waste handling facility before it may lawfully 
engage in solid waste handling activities within Clark County, Washington. 

(5)(6)    Providing for the evaluation of new developments in solid waste handling, processing and 
disposal, and for recommending changes in the Clark County Solid Waste Management 
Program and ordinances. 

(6)(7)    Prescribing standards for the storage, transportation and disposal of wastes within Clark 
County by said citizens and providing penalties for the failure to observe prescribed 
standards. 

(7)(8)    Providing for periodic monitoring of solid waste handling facilities to ensure compliance 
with this chapter and permits issued hereunder. (Sec. 3, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by 
Sec. 13 of Ord. 1982-12-83) 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
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24.12.040 State Minimum Functions 

Chapter WAC 173-350  and 173-351 is are incorporated herein by this reference and is hereby 
adopted by Clark County as a part of this chapter except as hereinafter expressly modified. (Sec. 
4 of Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.050 Definitions 

These definitions are in addition to those contained in WAC 173-304-100 and 173-350-100. As 
used in this chapter, unless the context or subject matter clearly requires otherwise, the following 
words or phrases shall have the following meanings: 

(1) “Abandoned automobile hulk” means the abandoned remnant or remains of a motor vehicle 
which is inoperative and cannot be made mechanically operative without the addition of vital 
parts or mechanisms and the application of a substantial amount of labor to effect repair. 
 

(2) “Abandoned landfills” means municipal solid waste, wood waste or inert and demolition waste 

landfills operated as landfills prior to the effective date of WAC 173-304 and/or that were 

never closed according to the requirements in WAC 173-304 or subsequent applicable 

regulations. 

 

(3) “Animal waste” means wastes resulting from the keeping of animals, including but not limited 

to manure, animal bedding, and carcasses of dead animals.  

 

(4) “Asbestos-containing material (ACM)” means any material containing more than one percent 

asbestos as determined using the method specified in EPA regulations Appendix E, Subpart 

E, 40 CFR Part 763, Section 1, Polarized Light Microscopy. 

 

(5) “Asbestos-containing waste material (ACWM)” means any waste that contains or is 

contaminated with friable asbestos-containing material. This term includes asbestos waste 

from control equipment, materials used to enclose the work area during an asbestos project, 

asbestos-containing material collected for disposal, asbestos-contaminated waste, debris, 

containers, bags, protective clothing, or HEPA filters. ACWM does not include samples of 

asbestos-containing material taken for testing or enforcement purposes. 

(6) “Biomedical waste” means, and is limited to, the following types of waste: 

a.  Animal waste is waste animal carcasses, body parts, and bedding of animals that are 

known to be infected with, or that have been inoculated with, pathogenic 

microorganisms infectious to humans. 

b. Biosafety level four disease waste is waste contaminated with blood, excretions, 

exudates, or secretions from humans or animals who are isolated to protect others 

from highly communicable infectious diseases that are identified as pathogenic 

organisms assigned to biosafety level four by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, National Institute of Health, Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical 

Laboratories, current edition. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-351
https://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=173-304-100
https://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=173-350-100
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-304
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-304
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40/part-763
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c. Culture and stocks are wastes infectious to humans and include specimen cultures, 

cultures and stocks of etiologic agents, wastes from production of biologicals and 

serums, discarded live and attenuated vaccines, and laboratory waste that has come 

into contact with cultures and stocks of etiologic agents or blood specimens. Such 

waste includes but is not limited to culture dishes, blood specimen tubes, and devices 

used to transfer, inoculate, and mix cultures. 

d. Human blood and blood products are discarded waste human blood and blood 

components, and materials containing free-flowing blood and blood products. 

e. Pathological waste is waste human source biopsy materials, tissues, and anatomical 

parts that emanate from surgery, obstetrical procedures, and autopsy. Pathological 

waste does not include teeth, human corpses, remains and anatomical parts that are 

intended for interment or cremation. 

f. Sharps waste is all hypodermic needles, syringes with needles attached, IV tubing 

with needles attached, scalpel blades and lancets that have been removed from the 

original sterile package. 

(7)  “Board” is the Board of County Commissioners of Clark County 

 

(8) “Jurisdictional board of health” “Board of Health” means the Clark County Board of Health 

health department. 

  

(9) “County Council” is the Clark County Board of County Councilors.  

 

(10)  “Commercial refuse” is all solid wastes which originate in businesses, office buildings, 

stores, markets, theaters, and other buildings. 

(11) “Composted material” means organic solid waste that has undergone biological degradation 

and transformation under controlled conditions designed to promote aerobic decomposition at 

a solid waste facility in compliance with the requirements of this chapter. Composting is a 

form of organic material recycling. Natural decay of organic solid waste under uncontrolled 

conditions does not result in composted material. 

 

(12) “Conditionally exempt small quantity generator (CESQG)" means a dangerous waste 

generator whose dangerous wastes are conditionally exempt from regulation under 

chapter 70.105 RCW, Hazardous waste management, solely because the waste is generated 

or accumulated in quantities below the threshold for regulation and meets the conditions 

prescribed in WAC 173-303-070  

 

(13) “Construction and demolition wastes” means waste building materials and rubble resulting 

from construction, remodeling, repair, and demolition operations on houses, commercial 

buildings, pavements and other structures. 

 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.105
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-070
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(14) “Disaster Management Site” is a place for reducing and processing debris before it is taken 

to designated landfills, or recycled/repurposed, thereby lessening the impact of the disaster 

on capacities and lifespans of area landfills. 

 

(15) “Feedstock” means a source separated waste material used as a component of composting, 

manufacturing, or as part of an industrial process. 

 

 

(16) “Garbage” means putrescible solid waste. Including but not limited to: food waste garbage or 

unwanted organic material that is capable of attracting or providing food for vectors, except 

sewage and sewage sludge. 

 

(17)  “Health department” means the Clark County Public Health health department. 

 

 

(18) “Hazardous waste” means those solid wastes designated by 40 CFR Part 261, and 

regulated as hazardous and/or mixed waste by the United States EPA. 

 

(19)  “Health officer” means the Clark County Public Health’s health department health Health 

Officer officer, or his/her successor, or his/her authorized representatives or agents. 

 

(20) “Household hazardous waste (HHW)” means any waste which exhibits any of the properties 

of dangerous wastes that is exempt from regulation under Chapter 70.105 RCW, Hazardous 

Waste Management, solely because the waste is generated by households (including single 

and multifamily residences, hotels and motels, bunkhouses, ranger stations, crew quarters, 

campgrounds, picnic grounds, and day-use recreation areas). HHW can also include other 

solid waste identified in the local hazardous waste management plan prepared pursuant to 

Chapter 70.105 RCW, Hazardous Waste Management. 

 

 

(21) Limited Purpose Landfill. This term means a landfill that is not an inert waste landfill and 

receives or has received only solid wastes designated as nonhazardous and are not 

municipal solid wastes. Limited purpose landfills include, but are not limited to, landfills that 

receive or have received segregated industrial solid waste, construction, demolition and land 

clearing debris, wood waste, ash (other than special incinerator ash), contaminated soil, 

contaminated dredged material or any special waste as identified in the Clark County Solid 

Waste Management Plan.  

 

(22) “Nuisance.” The definition of “nuisance” or “public nuisance” shall include the definitions 

contained in CCC 9.24.010 and is also to include that which is set up, maintained, or 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40/part-261
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.105
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.105
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continued so as to be injurious to the health or the environment, or obstruction to the use of 

property by interfering with the health, safety, or life of any considerable number of persons.  

 

 In addition to the definition of “nuisance” contained in WAC 173-304-100, “nuisance” shall 

also include those definitions contained in Chapters 7.48 and 9.66 RCW. 

 

(23) “Offal” means animal material that is left as waste or byproduct of a process of preparation 

or manufacture. 

 

(24)  “Pollution” is the presence in the environment or portion of the environment of contaminating 

substances, materials, forms of animal or plant life in sufficient quantities and of such 

characteristics and duration as is or is likely to be injurious to humans, to other plant or 

animal life, or property, or which unreasonably interfere with enjoyment of life and property. 

 

(25) “Public Health” refers to Clark County Public Health, the Health Officer or his/her successor, 

or his/her authorized representatives or agents.  

 

(26)  “Putrescible” means that which is capable of being decomposed by microorganisms with 

sufficient rapidity as to that may attract vectors and or cause nuisances from odors, gases, 

and includes, but is not limited to, kitchen wastes, offal, and dead animals. 

 

(27) Recycling. This term shall only apply to reclamation which occurs before materials enter the 

solid waste stream. (Sec. 5, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-04-06) 

 

(28) “Sharps” include objects and devices with sharp edges or corners capable of cutting or 

piercing human skin and includes, but is not limited to hypodermic needles, that may or not 

be accompanied with a syringe, blades, scalpels, and broken glass.  

 

(29)  “Sludge” is a liquid or semi-liquid or semi-solid industrial waste or sewage sludge as defined 

in WAC 173-350. having a total solids concentration of at least two thousand five hundred 

(2,500) parts per million (0.25%) including septic tank pumping; water and sewage plant 

concentrates and screenings; and industrial wastes, but does not include sewage. 

24.12.060 Scope and Applicability 

(1)    The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all persons, acting either as principles or agents, 
or acting as the owner, operator, or occupant of any premises, business establishment or 
industry either as masters or servants, who engage in the collection, storage, handling, 
utilization or disposal of solid waste within the unincorporated areas of Clark County. 

https://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=173-304-100
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
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(2)    The provisions of this chapter shall cover existing operations and activities and no person 
shall continue the operation of a solid waste disposal site or solid waste handling facility thirty 
(30) days after the effective date of any ordinance codified in this chapter until said person 
applies for the necessary or requisite permits therefore from Clark County public health 
Public Health. If said permit is denied, the applicant shall final cover immediately, initiate 
closure plan complete the site as per prior permits, and desist in discontinue the acceptance 
and/or disposal of solid waste. 

(3)    The provisions of this chapter shall cover existing owners, operators, or occupants and their 
solid waste handling activities and no person, or acting agent, in violation of this chapter, 
shall continue the collection, storage, handling, utilization or disposal of solid waste thirty 
(30) days after the effective date of any ordinance codified in this chapter.   

(3)(4)    The following activities are not applicable to solid waste activities shall be exempt from any 
permit requirements of this chapter: 

(a)    Any person may dump or deposit solid waste resulting from his own residential or 
agricultural activities onto or under the surface of the premises from which the waste 
was generated so long as a nuisance is not created thereby; and provided that the 
waste so disposed does not create a potential health, sanitation or vector problem. 

(a)  Provisions listed in WAC 173-350-020(2) in addition to; 

(b) Any person may fertilize fertilizing grass, flower beds, flowers, gardens, landscaping and 
any other vegetation of any kind, for commercial or residential purposes, if done 
accessory to, or in furtherance of a use permitted on the premises under zoning laws. 

(c)    Any composting activity accessory to another permitted use on the premises shall be a 
permitted use for which a permit is not required. 

(d)   Any person may dump or deposit non-putrescible commercial or industrial waste resulting 
from his own industrial or commercial activities onto or under the ground of the premises 
from which the waste was generated so long as a nuisance is not created thereby. 

(e)(c) Any person may store storing animal manure or plant material for use or resale so long 
as a nuisance is not created thereby. (Sec. 6, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 
1 of Ord. 2006-09-13) 

(d) Human remains including all stages of natural organic reduction as defined by 68.04 RCW 

24.12.070 General Administration 

(1) General. No solid waste disposal site or solid waste handling facility shall be maintained, 
established, substantially altered, expanded, or improved until the person operating such 
site has obtained a permit or approval from the jurisdictional board of health Public Health 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. It shall be a misdemeanor to violate the 
provisions of this section. (Sec. 7, Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 
 
All solid waste handling shall be subject to the authority of other laws, regulations or other 
agency requirements in addition to these rules and regulations.  
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-020
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(2) Enforcement. The health officer shall have the authority to enforce the provisions of these 
regulations equally on all persons. The health officer is also authorized to adopt rules 
consistent with the provisions of these rules and regulations for the purpose of enforcing 
and carrying out its provisions. 

a. The health officer or his/her duly authorized representative may enter any 

commercial or municipally operated land, building, structure, or premises at 

reasonable times: 

i. To make an inspection to enforce or determine compliance with this title; 

ii. When there is cause to believe that a violation of this title has been or is 

being committed; and 

iii. If entry is refused, the health officer shall have recourse to the remedies 

provided by law to secure entry including, but not limited to, search 

warrants.  

24.12.080  Special Allowance 

Persons who collect and/or transport solid waste in their own vehicles as a mere incident of 
conducting a business not related to solid waste handling, and who are not directly compensated 
by another person for doing so, shall not be required to obtain a permit from Clark County public 
health Public Health, but must comply with the solid waste transporting provisions of this chapter. 
(Sec. 8, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-09-13) 

24.12.090 Applications and Approvals 

(1) Permit requirements are cited in the particular sections that apply to the different types of 
solid waste facilities and must comply with Chapter 24.12.040 CCC, Clark County’s Solid 
Waste Management Plan, WAC 173-350-710  and WAC 173-350-715.  
 

(2) Applications for permits to operate new or existing solid waste handling facilities and 
disposal sites may be obtained at the office of from Public Health the jurisdictional board of 
health and shall be on forms prescribed by the Department of Ecology and the jurisdictional 
board of health Public Health and shall contain a description of the proposed and existing 
facilities or additional facilities to be constructed, and such other information as the health 
officer may deem necessary in order to determine whether the solid waste handling facility 
or disposal site will comply with state law, state regulations and the provisions of this 
chapter. 
 

(3) The application shall include either a copy of the conditional use permit issued pursuant to 
Section 40.260.200 of this code or the applicable municipal land use requirements or the 
applicant’s basis for contending that such a conditional use permit is not required. 
 

(a) If applicable municipal agency indicates a conditional use permit is not required, the 
application supplied to Public Health shall include a copy of this determination.  
 

(4)  The health officer may shall send copies of applications for permits to: 
(a) Clark County community development Community Development department or 

appropriate municipality; 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-710
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-715
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/ClarkCounty/cgi/NewSmartCompile.pl?path=html/ClarkCounty40/ClarkCounty40260/ClarkCounty40260200.html
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(b) Department of Ecology; 
(c) Department of Natural Resources; 
(d) Solid waste advisory commission Waste Advisory Commission; 
(e) Southwest Washington Clean Air Agency; 
(f) Department of Agriculture 
(e)(g)    Any other appropriate city, county, state or federal agency. 

 
(5) Plan Adherence Required. Any solid waste handling facility or disposal site shall submit a 

site plan, a plan of operation, a closure and post-closure monitoring and maintenance 
program, and a site plan showing ultimate use of the site, with the application for a permit; 
provided, that such plans shall be consistent with any conditional use permit issued 
pursuant to Section 40.260.200 of this code or applicable municipal land use requirements. 
Once the permit is granted based upon the site and operations plans as submitted or as 
modified by the health officer and accepted by the operator of the site or facility, the 
operation may not be substantially or significantly changed without prior permission from 
the health officer and, if appropriate, the S.W.A.C.Solid Waste Advisory Commission, DOE 
Department of Ecology, and the conditional use permit approval authority. The site plan 
shall not be changed at all and shall be adhered to strictly in the development and use of 
the site, except as the health officer may approve of changes in writing which are consistent 
with the conditional use permit. Significant changes in operations or any change in the site 
plan made without prior approval are grounds for cancellation of the permit for the site or 
facility. (Sec. 9, Ord. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 14 of Ord. 1982-12-83; amended by 
Sec. 8 of Ord. 1984-03-169; amended by Sec. 1 (Att. A § 2) of Ord. 2011-08-08; amended 
by Sec. 11 of Ord. 2018-01-09) 

24.12.100 Community Development Department 

The Clark County community development Community Development department or appropriate 
municipality shall check the application for compliance with zoning, SEPA, and/or land use . (Sec. 
10, Ord. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 9 of Ord. 1984-03-169; amended by Sec. 1 (Att. A § 2) of 
Ord. 2011-08-08) 

24.12.110 Solid Waste Advisory Commission 

 (1)    The solid waste advisory commission Solid Waste Advisory Commission shall recommend 
approval or disapproval of the application to the health officer only after the commission has 
reviewed the following at a public hearing: 

(a)    The health officer’s findings. 

(b)    The community development department report. 

(c)    Any available comments from the Department of Natural Resources. 

(d)    Any available comments from the Department of Ecology. 

(e)    Conformance with the solid waste management plan. 

(f)    The necessity for compliance and conformity with any county, state or federal laws. 

https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/ClarkCounty/cgi/NewSmartCompile.pl?path=html/ClarkCounty40/ClarkCounty40260/ClarkCounty40260200.html
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(g)    The necessity for obtaining, and receipt of, any other permits required. 

(h)    The necessity for an environmental impact statement. 

(i)    Any and all environmental impact statements required. 

(j)    Any other relevant public or private report and testimony submitted. 

(k)    The public use, interest and welfare to be served by either the approval or disapproval 
of the application. 

(l)    The desirability of the approval or disapproval of the application. 

(2)    The determinations of the solid waste advisory commission Solid Waste Advisory 
Commission shall be advisory only. (Sec. 11, Ord. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 15 of Ord. 
1982-12-83; amended by Sec. 1 (Att. A § 2) of Ord. 2011-08-08; amended by Sec. 12 of Ord. 
2018-01-09) 

24.12.120  Health Department  Public Health Approval 

The health department Clark County Public Health shall investigate any application as may be 
necessary to determine whether an existing or proposed site or facility meets all applicable laws 
and regulations, and conforms to the provisions of this chapter, WAC 173-350, and all zoning 
requirements. When the health department Clark County Public Health determines that the permit 
should be issued, it shall issue such permit. (Sec. 12, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 2 
of Ord. 2006-04-06) 

24.12.130 Fees 

The jurisdictional board Board of Health of health may establish reasonable fees for permits and 
renewal of permits. All permit fees collected by Public Health the jurisdictional board of health 
shall be deposited in the county treasury and to the account from which Clark County public 
health’s Public Health’s operating expenses are paid. In addition to such application fee, any 
permit issued hereunder shall be conditioned upon payment of a reasonable operations fee set 
by the jurisdictional board of health Board of Health upon the recommendation of the Solid Waste 
Advisory Commission in an amount sufficient to cover the estimated costs to the county and Public 
Health the jurisdictional board of health in monitoring compliance with the requirements of this 
chapter and the permit. The county and the jurisdictional board of health shall by interlocal 
agreement provide for the distribution of the application and operation fees in accordance with 
the services provided by each. 

In August, 2017, the jurisdictional board of health Board of Health adopted, by ordinance, an 
amended tipping fee for solid waste disposal. The amended fee schedule is attached as Exhibit 
“A”. Exhibit “A” is on record with the Clark County Clerk. (Sec. 13, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended 
by Sec. 16 of Ord. 1982-12-83; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-09-13; amended by Sec. 1 of 
Ord. 2017-09-10) 

24.12.140  Renewals 

Permits may be summarily renewed by Clark County public health Public Health after an 
inspection as long as there are no changes in the terms and conditions of the former permits 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350


12 
 

processed in the same manner as an original application. Solid Waste Handling permits for 
permitted facilities and approved operation plans for exempt facilities are non-transferrable and 
are subject to re-application, submittal, or permitting upon new ownership. (Sec. 14, Ord. No. 
1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-09-13) 

24.12.150 Permit Expiration  

Each permit shall expire on December 31st the last day of February of each year unless an earlier 
time is noted in the permit. (Sec. 15, Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.160 Appeal Hearing Process 

 (1)    Whenever Clark County Public Health health department denies a permit or suspends a 
permit for a solid waste handling facility it shall, upon request of the applicant or holder of 
the permit, grant an open record appeal hearing on such denial or suspension before the 
health officer. Requests for an open record appeal hearing must be in writing and within ten 
(10) calendar days of the issuance of Public Health’s the health department’s denial or 
suspension. The request shall cite the requirement or determination appealed and shall 
contain a brief statement of the reasons for seeking the open record appeal hearing. The 
method of appeal as provided in this chapter shall be sole and exclusive. 

(2)    The open record appeal hearing before the health officer shall occur within thirty (30) calendar 
days following receipt of the written notice of appeal, unless the matter is continued at the 
discretion of the health officer for good cause shown. 

(3)    Written notice of the time and place of the open record appeal hearing shall be given to each 
interested party. Interested parties shall be the applicant, permit holder, other parties of 
record before the solid waste advisory commission Solid Waste Advisory Commission, and 
other persons who have filed a written request for notice of further proceedings on this 
application or suspension. 

(4)    The health officer shall affirm, modify, or overturn the order previously issued through a written 
decision containing supportive findings of fact and conclusions of law. The written decision 
of the health officer shall be mailed to all the parties within thirty (30) calendar days of the 
open record appeal hearing. 

(5)    The health officer may, at his or her discretion and to the extent desired, use the services of 
the Clark County hearings examiner to conduct the open record appeal hearing and provide 
assistance in drafting the health officer’s written decision. (Sec. 16, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; 
amended by Sec. 3 of Ord. 2006-04-06) 

24.12.170 Sludge Disposal – This section moved down below Garbage 

No sludge shall be disposed at any disposal site except with the prior written approval of Clark 
County public health Public Health. (Sec. 17, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 
2006-09-13) 
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24.12.180 Necessities 

Except to the extent that such matters have previously been addressed in a conditional use permit 
issued pursuant to Section 40.520.030, the health officer and the solid waste advisory 
commission Solid Waste Advisory Commission shall consider, in the evaluation of the initial permit 
application, the necessity for buffers and berms, landscaping, screening and restricted hours of 
operation to protect the surrounding area from dust, noise, litter and health and sanitation 
problems and hazards. (Sec. 18, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 17 of Ord. 1982 12-83; 
amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-09-13) 

24.12.190 Daily Cover  Solid Waste Disposal Sites 

 (1)    All solid waste disposal sites disposing of putrescible solid waste shall cover daily. The term 
“cover daily” shall mean that all putrescible material disposed of at the site shall be 
compacted and covered fully with at least six (6) inches of soil within twenty-four (24) hours 
of the disposal thereof, or as specified by the jurisdictional health department, and 
Department of Ecology. 

(2)    Final Cover. As soon as possible, after reaching the final lift of given area of a site, the area 
shall be covered with an equivalent of two (2) feet of compacted soil adequately sloped to 
allow surface water to run off. 

(3)    Final Surface. The finished surface of the filled area shall be covered with adequate tillable 
soil and seeded with native grasses or other suitable vegetation immediately upon 
completion, or as soon as conditions permit. If necessary, slopes shall be covered with straw 
or other mulch to prevent erosion, both before and after seeding. (Sec. 19, Ord. No. 1978-
02-01) 

(1) No new landfills (i.e., municipal solid waste, limited purpose, etc.) regulated under WAC 173-
350, 173-351, 173-306, 173-303, or Title 40 CFR are to be located in the County.  This 
limitation is due to the Sole Source Aquifer designation of the underlying Troutdale Aquifer. 

(2) Inert Waste Landfill applications may be considered for approval by Clark County Public 
Health in accordance with WAC 173-350-410.  

24.12.200  To Superior Court 

Except for actions which must be appealed to the Department of Ecology, any person aggrieved 
by any final determination or action taken by the Public Health jurisdictional board of health or a 
hearing examiner shall be entitled to appeal said final action or determination to the superior court 
of Clark County by writ of review within thirty (30) days of said final action or determination. In no 
event shall any final action or determination be reviewable in superior court after the passage of 
thirty (30) days from the date of the final action or determination. (Sec. 20, Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.210 Criminal Penalty 

In addition to those remedies or penalties otherwise provided for herein, the a violation of any of 
the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a misdemeanor, and each and every day a separate 
offense, and shall be punishable by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1000) per 
offense, or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days, or both. 
The owner, operator, or occupant of any premise, business establishment, or industry Party shall 

https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/ClarkCounty/cgi/NewSmartCompile.pl?path=html/ClarkCounty40/ClarkCounty40520/ClarkCounty40520030.html
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-715
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-715
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-351
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-306
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-100
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-410
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be held to be in violation each and every day he they are is without permit or found to be in 
violation of this chapter. (Sec. 21, Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.220 Civil Remedy 

Whenever any conditions, such as the lack of a permit, or activity is in violation of this chapter, or 
constitutes a nuisance, the prosecuting attorney may bring an action, on behalf of the county or 
the health officer, for abatement damages and/or a mandatory or prohibiting injunction as 
provided for by law (RCW 7.38.020). (Sec. 22, Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

In addition to those remedies or penalties otherwise provided for herein, the a violation of any of 
the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a misdemeanor, and each and every day a separate 
offense, and shall be punishable by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1000) per 
offense. The owner, operator, or occupant of any premise, business establishment, or industry 
shall be held in violation each and every day they are determined to be in violation or without 
permit 

24.12.230 Performance Bond Requirements  

The owner/operator must provide activities to allow for continued facility maintenance and 
monitoring of air, land and water through termination of post-closure. To ensure these activities, 
an approved financial assurance mechanism is required.  

Solid Waste disposal sites shall be required to provide proof of a financial assurance mechanism 
from an institution that is a Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). Monies from the 
mechanism may be called upon by Public Health for any appropriate purposes of closure or post-
closure care activities including but not limited to final cover, final surface, and/or on-site 
monitoring and maintenance of a gas and/or leachate control system following closure of the 
facility for a period of at least 30 years or as long as necessary for the landfill to stabilize and to 
protect human health and the environment.  

(1) Applicability. This section is applicable to: 

a. Waste tires storage facilities subject to WAC 173-350-350; 

b. Moderate risk waste facilities storing more than nine thousand gallons of MRW 

on-site, excluding used oil, subject to WAC 173-350-360; 

c. Limited purpose landfills subject to WAC 173-350-400; and 

d. Inert Waste landfills subject to WAC 173-350-310.  

 
(2) Eligible financial assurance instruments:  

a. Reserve Account 
b. Trust fund  
c. Insurance 
d. Letter of credit 
e. Financial test/corporate guarantee  

 
(3) Cost estimate for closure. The owner or operator must provide a detailed written closure 

plan with cost estimates to Public Health in accordance with the appropriate state 
administrative code (WAC 173-350 or 173-351).   

 

https://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/rcw.pl?cite=7.38.020
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-350-350
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-350-360
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-350-400
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-350-310
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
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(4) Funds from such an account shall not be withdrawn except by or upon the approval of the 
health officer. Upon the determination of the health officer that no further monitoring or 
maintenance is needed, such account shall be released and any funds remaining therein 
shall be refunded to the facility owner or operator as applicable.  

 

(1)    Solid waste disposal sites shall be required to post a performance bond, or equivalent which 
is satisfactory to the health officer in amount sufficient to correct possible safety and health 
problems, before a solid waste disposal site permit will be issued by the local Health Officer. 
Monies from the bond or equivalent may be used by the jurisdictional board of health for any 
appropriate purposes, including providing final cover and/or final surface. 

(2)    (4) If any action or activity required by the State of Washington Minimum Functional Standards 
for Solid Waste Handling, or required by this chapter is not performed as required, the 
jurisdictional board of health Public Health may undertake action to forfeit the bond to 
upgrade the site to meet state and county standards including but not limited to releasing 
funds from the financial assurance mechanism. 

(3)  (5) The bond will not be released until the health officer has issued a certificate of completion 
in which it finds that the site has been completed in compliance with any permit or license 
issued and any provision of any applicable local, state or federal law. 

(4)     Municipal corporations and political subdivisions of this state shall be exempt from the bond 
requirements of this chapter. (Sec. 23, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 18 of Ord. 
1982-12-83; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-09-13) 

24.12.235 Escrow Account 

Where the nature of the solid waste facility will necessitate on-site monitoring and maintenance 
of a gas and/or leachate control system following closure of the facility, the permit shall require 
the establishment of an escrow account, or other approved secure method, into which the 
permittee shall annually contribute the amount determined by the health officer to be actuarially 
sufficient to defray the future costs of such on-site monitoring and maintenance. Funds within 
such escrow account shall not be withdrawn except by or upon the approval of the health officer. 
Upon the determination of the health officer that no further monitoring or maintenance is needed, 
such account shall be released and any funds remaining therein shall be refunded to the 
permittee. (Sec. 19 of Ord. 1982-12-83) 

24.12.240  Garbage General on-site storage, collection, transportation, and disposal 

standards for solid waste 

In addition to the requirements of WAC 173-301-121(1),  

 
(1) (1) Individual or detachable containers must be animal and insect resistant. and need not 

be approved by Clark County public health. The requirements of WAC 173-301-121(1) 
shall not apply to garbage storage within a domestic dwelling. Furtherance, parts (b) and 
(c) of WAC 173-301-121(1) are not considered to be a part of the incorporation by 
reference of that section. (Sec. 24, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-
09-13) 

https://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=173-301-121
https://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=173-301-121
https://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=173-301-121
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The owner, operator, or occupant of any premise, business establishment, or industry is 
responsible for the satisfactory and legal arrangement for the solid waste handling of all solid 
waste generated or accumulated by them on the property in accordance with WAC 173-350-300. 

(1) Storage. All municipal solid waste shall be stored in a container equipped with a close-
fitting cover to prevent littering and the attraction of vectors.  

All solid waste containers must meet the requirements of WAC 173-350-300 and be 
animal and insect resistant. Solid waste containers need not be approved by Clark 
County Public Health. The requirements of this chapter shall not apply to garbage 
storage within a domestic dwelling.  

(2) Removal. Solid waste shall be removed from the premises to a permitted solid waste 
handling facility at a frequency that does not create a public nuisance, or at a frequency 
otherwise approved by the health officer. The health officer may require any person who 
stores solid waste in a manner that creates a public nuisance, to remove solid waste 
from the premises to a permitted solid waste handling facility no less frequently than 
once per week. 

(3) Disposal Regulations. Solid waste shall be disposed of in a manner consistent with 
these regulations and all other federal, state, and local regulations. Should a situation 
arise where disposal of solid waste is not covered under this title, the health officer shall 
determine acceptability of a method of disposal for the solid waste on a case-by-case 
basis. 

(4) Disposal Service Required. When a person does not dispose of solid waste in a manner 
consistent with these regulations, the health officer may order said person to obtain 
ongoing and regularly scheduled solid waste collection service. Evidence, such as a 
copy of the contract or a billing statement, shall be provided to the health officer. 

(5) Disposal Receipts Required. Any person in violation of subsection (5) of this section, to 

whom a notice and order to correct violation has been issued, is required to produce 
receipts from a permitted solid waste disposal or recycling facility as evidence of 
compliance. 

(6) Unlawful Dumping. Solid waste may not be dumped, deposited, and/or buried onto or 
under the surface of the premises and/or waters of the state except at a solid waste 
disposal site for which there is a valid permit. Animal burial may be allowed if consistent 
with requirements of section CCC 24.12.245 and WAC 246-203-121.; provided, that 
nothing herein shall prohibit a person from dumping or depositing solid waste resulting 
from his or her own activities onto or under the surface of ground owned or leased by 
him/her. Such actions shall not violate statutes or ordinances or create a nuisance and 
shall comply with the standards in WAC 173-351-700(4)(b). 

(7) Solid Waste Handling Permit. Any person commercially collecting or transporting solid 
waste found to be in violation of this chapter and WAC 173-350-300, may be required to 

obtain a solid waste handling permit or obtain a solid waste exemption. Persons required 
to obtain a solid waste handling permit shall renew the permit annually. A permit may be 
issued or denied for one or more activities without simultaneously issuing or denying a 
permit for all activities.  

(8) Public Health Notification. For any solid waste materials (i.e., recyclable materials, wood 
waste, yard debris, inert waste, etc.) that is generated off-site and designed to be 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-300
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-350-300
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-203-121
https://snohd.district.codes/WA/WAC/173-351-700(4)(b)
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-350-300
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collected, stored, or processed in amounts at or greater than 50 cubic yards at one time, 
notification to Public Health is required 30 days prior to operation. 

a. See section 24.12.360 – conditionally exempt facilities for full details.  

 

24.12.241 Contaminated Soils 

(1) Identification. It is the responsibility of the generator of the material to determine if soils 
that are being transported from one location to be deposited in another do not meet the 
definition of contaminated soils in accordance with WAC 137-350-100. If transported 
soils are from an unknown location, determination of clean soils is the responsibility of 
the generator and/or property owner for which the soils will be/are deposited.  

Additionally, the health officer shall have the authority to inspect and screen any waste, 
excavated soil, soil like or other material suspected of being a regulated dangerous 
waste or containing contaminants at levels posing a threat to human health or the 
environment. The screening process may involve certified testing, a disclosure of the 
waste constituents and waste generation process, and other additional information.  

a. If the health officer determines that testing is required to identify the waste, the 
generator shall be responsible for such analysis in the event the soils tested are 
found to be contaminated per WAC 173-350-100. Tests conducted on clean soils 
will be the financial responsibility of Clark County Public Health. If the generator 
is not known, the property owner or business operator shall be responsible for 
such analysis that present with contamination.  

b. If the health officer determines that the waste is not a dangerous waste under 
Chapter 173-303 WAC, Dangerous Waste Regulations, but still poses a threat to 

human health or the environment, the health officer shall regulate the material as 
solid waste. As such, the health officer shall direct the generator, transporter, 
property owner or business operator to dispose or treat the material at a 
specified site or in a manner specified by the health officer. Chapters 173-

303 and 173-340 WAC, Model Toxics Control Act Regulations, shall be 

considered when screening and making waste determinations. Any waste 
determinations involving solid waste shall comply with Chapter 173-350 WAC, 

Solid Waste Handling Standards. 

(2) Disposal. Contaminated soil is solid waste and must be managed at a solid waste 
handling facility in conformance with WAC 173-350 or 173-351.  

a. If during a solid waste facility inspection the health officer observes any waste 
suspected of being a regulated dangerous waste, waste posing a threat to 
human health or the environment or waste not conforming to a facility’s approved 
waste acceptance plan, the health officer shall have the authority to require the 
property owner or business operator to stop accepting suspect waste, segregate 
and hold any on-site suspect waste. 

b. The health officer may require identification of the waste as outlined in 
subsection (1) of this section. The disposal site property owner, business 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-100
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-100
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-340
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-350
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-350
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-351
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operator and/or site attendants shall have similar authority not to accept suspect 
wastes. The site owner or operator will assume responsibility for disposal of the 
waste if the generator is unknown. 

24.12.170 Sludge Disposal – Section moved here from above.  

No sludge shall be disposed at any disposal site except with the prior written approval of Clark 
County public health Public Health. (Sec. 17, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 
2006-09-13) 

24.12. 245 Animal Waste Handling 

(1) Disposal of Dead Animals. Dead animals shall be handled and disposed of in a manner 
consistent with WAC 246-203-121. The owner of the animal or the owner of the property on 
which the animal is found must immediately cover and properly dispose of the carcass within 
72 hours after the death or discovery. The carcass shall be disposed of by burial, landfilling, 
incineration, composting, rendering, or another method approved by health officer that is not 
otherwise prohibited by federal, state, or local law or regulation.  
 
(a) Animal carcasses weighing less than 30 pounds can be double bagged and disposed of 

as municipal solid waste.  
(i) Animals weighing more than 30 pounds may be disposed of as municipal solid waste 

at an approved solid waste handling facility with prior approval from the facility.  
 

(b) Animal Burial Sites. Burial of dead animals shall comply with the following:  
(i) Ensure the burial site is at least 100 feet away from any drinking water well, spring, 

stream, lake, surface water and/or water body; 
(ii) Cover the carcass by at least three feet of soil;  
(iii) Cover the carcass in a manner to prevent other animals from digging up the remains;  
(iv) Envelop the carcass in unslaked lime in cases of death from a communicable disease 

and comply with all applicable federal, state and local regulations; 
(v) Animals may not be buried in a manner likely to contaminate ground water. This 

includes but is not limited to areas designated as wetlands or hydric soils and in areas 
with equal to or less than 10 feet to surface water per Clark County GIS. 

(vi) If more than expected animal deaths occur, the owner operator shall report the incident 
to Public Health. In the event of more than expected animal deaths, approval or on-
site burial will be determined by the health officer on a case-by-case basis.  
 

 
 

(2) Animal manure (feces) and bedding. Handling and disposal of animal manure and pet waste 
shall comply with the following requirements:  
(a) Agricultural waste handling and on-farm vegetative waste.  

(i) The duration of storage of the entire pile is limited to one year. 
(ii) Limited to the amount that will be applied to a site during a one-year period. 

(1) Subsequent accumulation under the same conditions is allowed at the same 
location after the entire pile has been used.  

(iii) Shall not be allowed to accumulate in any place where it can negatively impact any 
source of drinking and/or surface water. 
(1) Ensure the pile is located at least 100 feet away from any drinking water well, 

spring, stream, lake, surface water and/or water body. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-203-121
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(2) Agricultural waste may not be stockpiled in areas designated as wetlands or hydric 
soils per Clark County GIS.  

(b) Non-agricultural handling (i.e., household pets).  
(i) Shall be stored and disposed of in a manner which does not create a public health 

nuisance or pollute surface waters of the state; 
(ii) Shall be removed at a frequency sufficient to not create a public nuisance or at a 

minimum of once per week; 
(iii) Should be bagged, containerized and disposed of through routine garbage service or 

at a local transfer station 
(iv) Pet waste shall not be disposed of in a domestic on-site sewage system or to a sewer 

treatment facility via the sanitary sewer system without Public Health approval.  

 

24.12.260  Prevention of Nuisances – Collection and Transportation  

A person collecting or transporting solid wastes shall not litter or create nuisances at the loading 
point during transport or at the unloading site. It shall be a violation of this ordinance for any 
person to litter or create nuisances at the loading point, during transport or at the unloading site 
in a manner that is consistent with WAC 173-350-300. (Sec. 26, Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.270  Noise  

With respect to any reference to noise in this ordinance, noise is to be measured along the 
periphery of the gross site and shall not exceed the maximum decibel rating allowed by the most 
recent governing state noise control guidelines. (Sec. 27, Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.280 Signs  

Whenever a sign is required at a permitted solid waste handling facility per WAC 173-350 and 
173-351 for identification, it shall a) identify the facility b) list hours of public access c) provides 
emergency contact information and d) show the rates for the dumping, storage or collection of 
solid waste. (Sec. 28, Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.290 Recycling at Transfer Stations and Landfills 

At all transfer stations and landfills, provisions shall be made for separation of recycling activities 
from normal traffic utilizing the site for discarding other solid wastes. This shall include marked 
bins and areas for material segregation of recyclables with appropriate entrance and exit routes 
for customer convenience. (Sec. 29, of Ord. No. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.300 Sanitary Landfill, Leachate Control 

The plans for a sanitary landfill shall include provisions for interception and treatment of leachate 
at all sites if required by Clark County public health Public Health. Interception and treatment may 
be required. If provision is not made for interception and treatment of leachate, there shall be a 
contingency plan to take care of any developing leachate problem. A sampling and testing 
program for the leachate and its treated effluent may be required by Clark County public health 
Public Health. A monitoring program for sampling and testing of ground water in nearby aquifers 
for leachate shall be required at all sites at which there will be disposal of putrescible material. 
(Sec. 30, Ord. No. 1978-02-01; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-09-13) 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-300
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-351
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24.12.310 Collection and Transportation – Vehicle construction and spillage 

(1) It shall be unlawful and a misdemeanor for any person to collect or transport any garbage or 
similar putrescible waste in any vehicle or container which does not comply with the provisions 
of this section. 
 

(2) Vehicles or Containers used for the collection or transportation of garbage, similar putrescible 
waste and or hazardous waste shall be tightly covered, in a durable, easily cleanable container, 
and of easily cleanable construction. These shall be cleaned frequently to prevent nuisances 
and insect breeding and shall be maintained in good repair. 
 

(3) Vehicles or containers used for the collection and transportation of any solid waste shall be 
loaded and moved in such manner that the contents will not fall, leak or spill therefrom. Where 
spillage does occur, the waste shall be picked up immediately by the collector or transporter 
and returned to the vehicle or container and the area otherwise thoroughly cleaned. 

 

(4) Vehicles or containers used for the collection or transportation of any solid and/or hazardous 
waste shall be stored, loaded and moved in such a manner that the contents will not fall, leak 
or spill therefrom., and all All commercial vehicles shall be labeled with proper symbols and 
lettering denoting character and quantity of waste. All such vehicles containing this waste shall 
be properly covered to prevent such spillage or leakage. (Sec. 31 of Ord. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.320 Solid Waste Disposal sites – Records  

The records required by WAC 173-301-197 173-350 shall be maintained and made available for 
review by the jurisdictional board of health health officer. (Sec. 32 of Ord. 1978-02-01) 

24.12.330 Short-term Permits Emergency Permit 

 (1)    Permits for solid waste handling activities at Disaster Management Sites (DMS), which are 
contemplated prescribed in the approved Regional Disaster Debris Plan or are identified as 
necessary following a declared disaster, will be issued by Public Health. Emergency permits 
are to be issued for occur for a period of six (6) months or less. Emergency permits will be 
issued for preapproved sites or sites identified as necessary following a declared disaster 
and which involve nonputrescible sort and/or process segregated, non-residential solid 
wastes, including but not limited to yard debris, wood waste, construction and demolition 
debris, household hazardous waste, and white goods (i.e., appliances). only shall be called  
short-term permits. Short-term These permits may not be granted be eligible for extension if 
the health officer finds that the activities for which the permit is sought are contemplated to 
occur or are likely to occur for a period of time in excess of six (6) months. An activity for 
more than six (6) months shall not may be permitted by short-term permit coupled with the 
intent to receive a subsequent permit. 

(2) Emergency Permit extensions beyond the initial six (6) month permit may be issued upon 
approval by Public Health. 

(2)    Short-term permits may not be renewed. In the event the continuance of a use for more than 
six (6) months is sought, a regular permit must be obtained. Once a short-term period has 
been granted, no other short-term permit may be granted for the same or a similar use on 

https://www.codepublishing.com/cgi-bin/wac.pl?cite=173-301-197
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
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any portion of the same premises for a period of five (5) years from the expiration of the 
short-term permit.  

(3)    Clark County public health Public Health may seek the advice of the Solid Waste Advisory 
Commission before granting any Emergency Permit short-term permit. (Sec. 1 of Ord. 1978-
05-82; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-09-13) 

24.12.350 Regular Solid Waste Facility Permits 

 (1)    Regular Solid Waste Facility permits, other than short-term permits, shall be granted by the 
health officer jurisdictional health department only after an advisory report, public comment 
period and recommendation by the solid waste advisory commission Clark County Solid 
Waste Advisory Commission of Clark County. 

(2)    Regular Solid Waste Facility permits may only be granted after legally advertised public 
hearing before the solid waste advisory commission Solid Waste Advisory Commission for 
which ten thirty (10 30) days’ prior notice has been given in a newspaper of general 
circulation at the expense of the applicant. In addition, written notices shall be mailed to the 
adjacent landowners of record as then shown in the records of the Clark County assessor at 
a distance determined by the health officer but not less than within three hundred (300) feet 
of the subject property twenty (20) days before the solid waste advisory commission Solid 
Waste Advisory Commission hearing, at the expense of the applicant. Notices of all 
subsequent hearings shall be sent via mailed mail or other communication method to any 
person who shall have a written request on file with Clark County public health Public Health 
for any such notice. All notices shall state the time and place of such hearings and shall 
consist of a general description of the proposed use and a general language description of 
the subject property which is sufficient to apprise interested parties of its general location. 
The mailing of notices as required by this section shall be a prerequisite to a valid hearing. 
(Sec. 3 of Ord. 1978-05-82; amended by Sec. 1 (Att. A § 2) of Ord. 2011-08-08; amended 
by Sec. 13 of Ord. 2018-01-09) 

24.12.360 Recycling Permits  Conditionally Exempt Facilities 

 

(1) Public Health Notification. – For any solid waste materials (i.e., recyclable materials, wood 
waste, yard debris, inert waste, etc.) that is generated off-site and designed to be collected, 
stored, or processed in amounts at or greater than 50 cubic yards (25 cubic yards for 
feedstock and compost materials) at one time, notification to Public Health is required 30 
days prior to operation.  

a. Washington State Department of Ecology (ECY) has direct oversight for conditionally 
exempt facilities. ECY may require a Notice of Intent (NOI) to be submitted on a form 
provided by ECY. Additionally, if a NOI is required, CCPH may require a 
supplemental application form and multi-agency review.  
 
While the facility is exempt for solid waste handling permit fees, they are not exempt 
from solid waste reporting, inspections, solid waste regulations in accordance with 
WAC 173-350 and the requirement outlined in this chapter.  
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
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b. The site must be in compliance with applicable local, state and federal laws and 
regulation and must:  

i. Meet the performance standards of WAC 173-350-040; 
ii. Allow inspections by Clark County Public Health and/or ECY; 
iii. Prepare and submit an annual report to both Clark County Public Health and 

ECY by April 1st on forms supplied by ECY. The annual report must detail 
material recovered during the previous calendar year and must include the 
following information:  

1. Name and address of the operation; 
2. Calendar year covered by the report; 
3. Annual quantities and types of waste received, recovered or disposed 

of, in tons;  
4. Destination of materials; and 
5. Any additional pertinent information  

 

 (1)    Notwithstanding anything in this ordinance to the contrary, Clark County public health may 
summarily issue temporary permits without notice or hearing for recycling operations 
consisting of the collection of discarded household commodities, clothing, papers, bottles, 
furniture and similar such items, but not automobile tires or parts, pending the receival by 
the applicant of a short-term or long-term special use permit; provided, that such temporary 
permits for a period of time less than sixty (60) days may be issued without the necessity of 
processing an application for a short- or long-term special use permit. 

(2)    Notwithstanding anything in this chapter to the contrary, Clark County public health may 
summarily issue permits without notice or hearing for recycling operations in all commercial 
and manufacturing zones if the use consists of the collection and redistribution of discarded 
household commodities, clothing, papers, bottles, furniture and similar such items, but not 
automobile tires or parts; provided, that any such permit may be suspended or revoked if the 
use constitutes a nuisance. (Sec. 4 of Ord. 1978-05-82; amended by Sec. 1 of Ord. 2006-
09-13) 

24.12.360 Active and Closed Landfills 

(1) Owner Responsibilities. The owner of an active or closed (in post-closure status) landfill 
site is responsible for preventing negative impacts to human health and environment 
from the site.  

a. All landfill sites that are no longer operational shall be monitored by the owner 
and be subject to repair, maintenance, and remediation in order to prevent a 
threat to human health or the environment or a violation of federal, state, or local 
regulation.  

b. The health officer shall have the authority to require the owner to conduct 
monitoring and/or maintenance activities in accordance with WAC 173-304, 173-
350 or 173-351.  

(2) The health officer has the right to inspect, monitor, direct and order remedial action on 
any active or closed landfill site. 

(3) Post-closure care and final closure system design shall be in accordance with WAC 173-
350 and 173-351.  

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350-040
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-304
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-351
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-351
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